
Guidelines  
for Designers
—Letterpress

Letterpress is a pretty amazing print process and 
has been an important technique since ol’ Johannes 
Gutenberg invented it in the mid-15th century. There are 
a few things to note when designing for letterpress to 
make sure you get the best results. Here’s our advice:

Line art / vector illustrations and typography work best when letterpress printing. Raster 
imagery (i.e. a full colour photo) is not advised, offset or digital printing are best for this — 
we also use these processes, so please talk to us for advice.

Artwork:
Our preference is to receive your file as a high-resolution PDF which includes 3mm bleed. 
Please set up each print process on a separate layer and choose Pantone colour matches 
from the uncoated swatch list. Make sure these are at 100% opacity.

Finishing: 
As well as the standard letterpress printing, we can also do embossing, debossing, die 
cutting and foiling using our letterpress machines. Set each of these processes up on a 
separate layer in your file and colour with a different spot colour, which is renamed as the 
process you are requiring.

Type:
We recommend using 8pt or larger for your typography. We also recommend using a sans-
serif typeface if your text is a small size to increase legibility, but make sure the weight isn’t 
too thin. If you do use a serif face, please make sure the thin areas of your typeface aren’t 
hairline as this won’t show up in the print. Once you’re ready to send us your artwork, please 
outline all type before saving as a PDF file.

Line work:
We recommend any line work should not be smaller than 0.75pt for foiling or less than 1pt 
for letterpress printing. 

Large solid or reverse areas of colour: 
We don’t recommend letterpress printing large solid areas as the nature of the process 
usually results in a mottled effect. If you do require a solid background, we do have 
alternative printing options available, so please talk to us.

Maximum number of colours:
There is no maximum number of colours you can use with letterpress, but as each colour 
is set up on a separate block, it will incur extra cost—so keep this in mind when you are 
designing. Usually, the simplest designs using one or two colours have the most impact—
less can be more.

If you need assistance, please get in touch. We’re happy to help.

Letterpress examples:
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